Parent Orientation

Primary 1 & 2

· Welcome & Introductions
Parent/Teacher Communication-


Memos, reminders, and other forms will be emailed to all parents (if you have email). We are trying to eliminate the waste of paper throughout the school and at your homes. There will also be a memo board located in the front lobby (or outside during carpool). This will be filled with details about upcoming weekly events. Primary 1 parents may email Mrs. Marian at marianjhatch@gmail.com. Primary 2 parents may email Mrs. Amanda at primary2montessori@yahoo.com or Mrs. Ashley at ashleysearcy@bellsouth.net At any time you may call the school at 585-3046 or email Cheri Bobo at montessori4@charter.net. Just remember if you call a teacher at the school it may be a while for them to get back to you due to the fact that they are with the children. If it is an emergency Cheri will be happy to assist you. Also we will be updating the school website with information and documents or upcoming events. The Primary classrooms will have a page (the tab is located on the left side of the website) with information about our classes as well.  Feel free to check www.spartanburgmontessori.com for those updates.

Arrival- Please arrive on time for pick-up and drop-off. We open at 7:30am and close at 5:30pm. Beginning at 7:30am there will be staff members assisting the children out of the cars. They will stay until 8:25. At 8:30 the school doors will be locked and our day has officially begun. If your child enters after 8:30 please realize they might have missed important lessons or activities.  

Departure- Please pick up your child promptly at the appropriate departure time. Half-day students should be picked up at 12:00 and full day students should be picked up at 2:30. During those times a staff member will be available to help your child in the car. If your child is extended care, please be at the school no later than 5:30pm. It is important that you arrive on time for the sake of your child and the courtesy of our staff.  If you are late, you will be handed a late charge slip. Please notify the school if you are running late.

Parking- Please do not park at the entrance and leave your car while escorting your child into the school.  We offer a pick-up/drop-off so that you may pull up to the front of the school and a staff member will help your child into the school/class or help them into the car to leave. Please stay in your car during this time. If you leave your car you take the chance of being ticketed by the Fire Marshall for parking in a Fire Lane. If you need to walk your child in please park in a lined parking space (and in the handicap parking space only if you have a handicap tag).  

Independence- Please allow your child to be independent. Let them walk on their own and allow them to carry their own items and place them where they belong. We encourage independence and responsibility. It is your child’s classroom and they like to do things for themselves.

Cubbies- Each student is assigned a cubby that they will learn how to take care of and be responsible for. Each item must fit into the designated space so your child does not get frustrated when it all falls out (and it is a DSS rule). In each cubby please have the following items ready for the first day of school:

· 1 change of clothes in a ziplock bag marked with your child’s name

· 1 small/thin blanket (if the blanket is too big it will be sent home.)

· 1 lunch box with ice pack

Please label all belongings that come into the school- containers, blankets, clothes, etc… Please be aware that the children are responsible for their own items. They are learning responsibility and how to be independent. 

Snacks- Montessori Academy serves healthy snacks to children. Fruits, cheese, crackers, etc. will be provided. The snacks are offered to every child and it is their choice to eat the snack or not. Montessori stresses community and since our little ones are not able to go out and serve the local community we thought that they could serve their classroom community. 

Lunches- We do monitor their lunches daily. We do supply juice and milk for all snacks and lunches.  If your child has an item that needs to be heated please place it in a microwaveable container. Please do not send expensive containers because the children will be responsible for cleaning up and it may accidentally be thrown away in the trash.

Nap Time- If your child is taking a nap with us they will need a plastic mat. You may purchase these at Wal-mart right now.  Please buy a few of them for the school year. If your child’s mat is ripped it will be sent home and will need to be replaces by the next day.

Playground- Before going outside we will be putting bug repellent and sunscreen on every child (with your permission). The bug repellent is the OFF brand and contains 5% Deet.  The sunscreen is 50spf and is by Water Babies or Ocean Potion. Please remember that the children will get dirty outside and should wear appropriate clothes that can get dirty and are comfortable for the child to wear.

Activities and Cultural Arts- In addition to daily lessons there will be the following extracurricular activities that will be available to the children


Spanish-


Music- 


Art- 


Ballet (if signed up at the Arts Center)


P.E.

Medication Policy- Medicine forms must be completed before the medicine can be administered. Medicine may only be administered before 12:00 pm. Please let us know if your child had medication he/she may need for the day.
Discipline Policy-    We use redirecting and time out. We have a peace table and a peace pole that is used so that your child may reflect on a better choices to make and so that they may work out solutions with their friends.

Birthday Celebrations- We will celebrate a child’s birthday in a traditional Montessori style. Please tell teachers in advance when you would like to have the celebration. There also needs to be a snack form filled out two days prior to the event. We do have food allergies within the school, so the director needs to approve of any snacks.

Snow Days or bad weather- Please watch News Channel 7 News for school closings. A two hour delay means that the child cannot arrive at the school until 9:30am (because our school opens at 7:30am). The director of the school follows District 7 decisions for only 2 days, and then we will decide on the other days if the school needs to be closed. 

Pizza-  begins on Tuesday  September 6th and will be every Tuesday. If you would like your child to participate in this please sign up in the office with Mrs. Cheri.    
Share- Share time is very special to the children. They enjoy telling the class about their special item. We encourage education items, things that are important to the child, or favorite books. 

Handbook- Please refer to the handbook for any other information or questions you may have. This handbook is an important manual that covers, in detail, more information about school policy. 

Thank you! We look forward to a great year. 

Montessori Academy
